
 Artifact Writing Prompts – Science Fiction 

Science fiction is inspired by both the real and the imaginary. Authors 

can draw inspiration from anywhere: nature, movies, everyday objects, 

music and more. A lot of the time, science fiction is inspired by science 

reality! Scientific discoveries, like water on the moon or advancements 

in technology help fuel sci-fi stories and root them to reality, so that 

readers can relate to the fantastical. 

Try writing a scene using one of the artifacts we have at the National 

Air and Space Museum! Read about what they were used for, and then 

see if you can take inspiration from the real-life artifact and transform 

them into something new. Maybe an engine is actually a parachute 

contraption, or a rover is a spaceship! The possibilities are endless, but 

we’ve provided five of our more out-of-this-world artifacts to get the 

gears turning. Find what inspires you to think like a sci-fi author! 



Lunokhod 

https://airandspace.si.edu/multimedia-gallery/web12064-2011640jpg


Android, Space Suit Testing 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/android-space-suit-testing/nasm_A19860239000


Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/lockheed-sr-71-blackbird/nasm_A19920072000


Whittle W.1X Engine 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/whittle-w1x-engine/nasm_A19500082000


Viking Lander 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/viking-lander/nasm_A19790215000

	Whittle W.1X Engine



